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Briefing Document: 1 John Lesson 71 

Wednesday, August 5, 2026 

Executive Summary 

This briefing document analyzes the principles of spiritual discernment as presented in the 

study of 1 John 4:1-6. The central theme is the ongoing battle between the "Spirit of Truth" 

and the "Spirit of Error." The analysis highlights that no religious information regarding 

eternity is neutral; it originates from either God or demonic forces. 

Key takeaways include: 

 The Binary Nature of Truth: Information regarding salvation and eternity is never 

benign. If it is not of God, it is an instrument of deception used by Satan and his 

demons to capture minds and souls. 

 The Strategy of Deception: Satan uses fluid, ever-changing tactics and "damnable 

heresies" to attack the authority of Scripture, the nature of Christ, and the 

sovereignty of God. 

 The Mandate for Discernment: Believers are commanded to be skeptical and to 

"test the spirits" rather than being gullible. This testing is compared to the 

metallurgical process of refining precious metals to ensure purity. 

 The Role of the Holy Spirit: True believers possess an "anointing" from the Holy 

Spirit that allows them to intrinsically recognize the truth and reject lies. 

 

The Nature of Spiritual Conflict 

The conflict between truth and error is not a passive disagreement but an active assault on 

the truth of God. This battle involves distinct entities and strategies aimed at deluding 

humanity. 

The Source of Deception 

Satan is described as the primary source of lies. He is not static; he is constantly moving 

and changing his tactics to remain e:ective. His goal is to capture souls through: 

 Demonic Religions: Any ideology, philosophy, or religion other than the truth is 

viewed as a demonic operation. This includes world religions like Buddhism, 

Hinduism, and Islam, as well as pseudo-Christian systems such as Mormonism or 

Roman Catholicism. 

 False Idols: The document references the Old Testament, noting that when people 

sacrifice to strange gods or "goat gods," they are actually sacrificing to demons. 

 Seducing Spirits: These spirits energize false teachers to bring "damnable heresies" 

into the church, often appearing as "messengers of light" to hide their true nature. 
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Historical and Prophetic Perspectives 

The struggle against demonic influence spans from the Law of Moses to the end of the age: 

 Old Testament Warnings: They shall no more o
er their sacrifices to demons, after 

whom they have played the harlot. (Leviticus 17:7). 

 The Tribulation: Revelation 16:13-14 describes "unclean spirits like frogs" coming 

from the mouths of the Dragon (Satan), the Beast (Antichrist), and the False Prophet 

to gather the world for the battle of Armageddon. 

 The Final Defeat: This cycle of seduction leads to "idiocy," where people believe 

they can overthrow Jesus Christ at His return, resulting in their total devastation in 

Revelation 19. 

 

Contemporary Attacks on Christian Doctrine 

Modern deceptions often take the form of subtle distortions of the gospel within the church 

itself. 

Assault on Scripture and Christ 

Demonic deceptions leave no core doctrine unattacked. Common targets include: 

 The Authority of Scripture: False teachers attack the inerrancy and divine 

inspiration of the Bible, often claiming the Word of God contains errors. 

 The Nature of Jesus: Attacks are frequently directed at the virgin birth, Christ's 

sinless life, and His exclusivity as the only way to salvation. One example cited is the 

Gnostic rumor regarding an a:air between Jesus and Mary Magdalene. 

 The Sovereignty of God: A modern movement called "Open Theism" is identified as 

a heresy. It suggests that God does not know the future because He chooses to 

leave it open to human free will, contradicting established doctrine. 

The Tactics of False Teachers 

False teachers often present themselves as esteemed individuals possessing "secret" or 

"elevated" knowledge. They use: 

 Intellectual Classism: Exalting themselves above others to make followers feel 

they need special teachers to reach a "higher knowledge." 

 Secrecy: Utilizing secret rituals (similar to the Masons or Mormons), whereas the 

truth of God is meant to be proclaimed openly. 

 Emotionalism: Using physical experiences, such as pushing people over or 

"blowing" on them, to make followers believe they are experiencing God through a 

feeling rather than through a life process. 
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The Believer’s Mandate: Testing the Spirits 

The primary defense against deception is the active practice of discernment and a 

commitment to the truth. 

The Command to be Skeptical 

John provides a direct command in 1 John 4:1: Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test 

the spirits, whether they are of God. 

 Forbidding Gullibility: The Greek grammar indicates a command to "stop believing 

every spirit." Believers are urged to be skeptical of anything they hear on Christian 

radio, television, or from other churches. 

 The Example of the Bereans: Believers should emulate the "Noble Bereans" who 

searched the Scriptures daily to verify the teachings they received. 

The "Anointing" of the Spirit 

True believers are equipped with the Holy Spirit, which serves as an internal compass for 

truth. 

 Internal Recognition: But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in 

you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches 

you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, 

you will abide in Him. (1 John 2:27). 

 Intrinsic Knowledge: While a believer may not know everything instantly, the Spirit 

provides an intrinsic sense of when something is wrong. Those who permanently 

abandon the truth for error demonstrate that they were never truly part of the body 

of believers. 

 

Conclusion: The Pillar of Truth 

The church’s most vital role is to serve as a "pillar and ground for the truth." It must be a 

place where the gospel is guarded and where believers are trained to "contend earnestly for 

the faith." Discernment is not just about avoiding error; it is about helping those struggling 

with doubts and calling people back to what God has truly said in His Word. As stated in 2 

Timothy 4:7: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
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Key Terms and Definitions 

Word Phonetic 

Pronunciation 

Definition 

Dokimazo doh-kee-MAD-zo To test, examine, or prove; specifically used for testing the 

purity of metals like gold and silver in a fire. [^1] 

[^1]: This term is used by John to command believers to scrutinize spiritual claims with the 

same rigor one would use to verify precious metals. 

 


