Briefing Document: God’s Sovereignty

Sunday PM-August 2, 2026
Executive Summary

This briefing document explores the biblical attribute of God’s sovereignty, defined as His
supreme authority and total control over all events. The core takeaway is that nothing
occurs by chance or "luck." Instead, God directs history according to His will, often using
difficult trials and even the sinful actions of humans to achieve His good purposes. This
study uses the life of Joseph as a primary example of how divine plans may take decades to
unfold, requiring patience and faith from believers.

The Nature of God’s Sovereignty

The sovereignty of God is an essential attribute that describes His relationship with the
universe. It means that God is the ultimate authority with no restrictions. He does not
depend on anything outside of Himself to accomplish His will.

Key Characteristics of Sovereignty:
e Supreme Authority: God is in total control of the beginning and the end.
e Active Direction: God is not reactive to history; He is directing it.

 Divine Decree: Nothing occurs outside of God’s decree or His specific will. As
stated in Psalm 115:3: But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases.

¢ Pre-Ordained Plans: God’s plans existed before the foundation of the world. He
declares the outcome of events before they happen. Isaiah 46:9-
10 states: Remember the former things of old, For | am God, and there is no other; |
am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, And from
ancient times things that are not yet done, Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, And | will
do all my pleasure.’

Salvation and the Concept of the "Elect"

A significant portion of the source material discusses how God’s sovereignty relates to
human salvation. The document emphasizes that salvation is a work of God’s grace rather
than a human achievement.

Moving Away from "Christian Lingo"

There is a call to change how believers speak about their faith to better reflect God’s power:

See complete messages with YouTube recording, documents 1
Podcast & video at newlifebenson.com (click SERMONS)



e Thelssue with "Giving One's Life to God": Phrases like "l decided to give my life to
God" can mistakenly imply that humans are in control of their salvation. This takes
the emphasis off God’s work and puts it on human decision.

« Submission over Decision: The preferred view is that God removes the "veils" from
a person's eyes, allowing them to see their need for Jesus. It is more accurate to say
that a person "submitted" to God’s call rather than "choosing" Him independently.

e The Elect: Election is based on God’s purpose and grace, not on any goodness God
foresaw in a person. Ephesians 1:4-5 explains: Just as He chose us in Him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in
love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the good pleasure of His will.

Rejecting the Language of Chance

The document identifies several common words and concepts that contradict the biblical
teaching of a sovereign God. Believers are encouraged to remove these from their
vocabulary, especially when speaking to non-believers.

Word to Avoid Reason for Avoidance

Luck / Good Luck Implies that events are random and not under God's control.

Coincidence Suggests that two events happened together by accident.

Karma A secular/New Age concept that replaces divine justice with an
impersonal force.

By Chance / Denies the reality that God is intimately involved in every detail of

Spontaneous life.

Instead of saying "Good luck," the document suggests phrases like, "May God’s will be in
your favor."

Evidence of Sovereignty: The Story of Joseph

The life of Joseph in the book of Genesis serves as a powerful example of God's sovereignty.
His story shows that God’s plans do not follow a human timetable and often involve
suffering.

1. The Coat of Many Colors (Genesis 37:3-4)
Joseph’s father, Jacob, gave him a special robe that set him apart.

e Significance: It symbolized favor and Joseph’s future leadership.
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e Result: It stirred jealousy in his brothers, which God used to set His plan in motion.
2.The Dreams (Genesis 37:5-11)
Joseph dreamed that his family would one day bow down to him.

o Significance: These were not dreams of personal ambition but divine revelations.

e Human Reaction: His brothers hated him for these dreams, viewing them as
prideful "pre-assumption" of his future.

3. The Pit (Genesis 37:24)
Joseph was cast into a dry pit by his brothers.

e Significance: To a human observer, God’s promises seemed to failimmediately.
Joseph was obedient to his father, yet that obedience led to suffering.

¢ Lesson: Faithfulness does not exempt believers from hardship. God often advances
His purpose through trials rather than around them.

4. The Sale into Slavery (Genesis 37:26-27)
Judah convinced the brothers to sell Joseph to traders rather than kill him.

e Significance: Judah’s motives were selfish and sinful (he wanted money). However,
God used this sinful decision to preserve the family.

e Conclusion: God can accomplish His purposes through the free actions of sinful
people without approving of their sin. As Joseph later told his brothers in Genesis
50:20: But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order
to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.

The Timeline of Sovereignty

Joseph was 17 years old when his trials began. He was 30 years old when he stood before
Pharaoh. It took a total of 22 years before Joseph saw God's plan fully fit together. This
demonstrates that God's sovereignty often operates on a long-term scale that humans
cannot immediately see.

Greek Terminology Guide

Word Phonetic Definition
Pronunciation

Agape[”1]jah-GAH-pay A Greek word referring to the highest form of love; often
used to describe the selfless, sacrificial love of God for
humanity.

[*1]: Mentioned in the source context as an "agape box" used for church offerings.
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