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Executive Summary

This document synthesizes the theological and practical insights from a study on 1 John,
focusing on the "purifying hope" of the Christian. The central thesis is that a believer's hope
is not a mere wish but a factual certainty rooted in their identity as a child of God. This hope
is secured by abiding in Christ, manifest through a lifestyle of righteousness, and
established by an "alien," sovereign love (Agape). The ultimate fulfillment of this hope is
glorification—the total transformation into the likeness of Jesus Christ. This future reality
serves as a present motivation for purity, driving the believer to align their life and passions
with the character of Christ.

The Nature and Security of Christian Hope

The Christian hope is defined specifically as the certainty of being with the Lord. Unlike the
world’s definition of hope, which is often a fragile wish, the believer’s hope is a factual
reality. This hope functions as both a motivation and a dominant influence on the believer’s
life.

Key Pillars of Hope

e Secured by Abiding: To experience the full motivation of this hope, the believer
must consistently abide in Christ.

e Manifest by Righteousness: Hope is evidenced by a life of righteousness. While
this does not imply sinless perfection, it signifies a consistent direction toward
God’s standards. A believer is known not just by their claims, but by how they live.

o Established in Divine Love: This hope is grounded in the love of God, which is
described as "alien" or "foreign" because its source is entirely heavenly and
unmerited.

Identity as Children of God

The source context emphasizes that believers have been "loved into being children of God"
through a sovereign, supernatural transformation. This new identity creates a fundamental
disconnect between the believer and the unregenerate world.

The Veiled Life

The world cannot comprehend the true identity of the believer because it did not know
Christ. As noted in the study: "The lost cannot comprehend who we really are. We possess
a veiled life from above, and they have no clue who we are, just as they had no clue who
Jesus was."



Key characteristics of this "veiled" identity include:

e Carrying the Spirit of God as a temple of the Creator.

e Being "fitted for heaven" with the hope of eternal life.

e Having direct access to the throne of heaven for peace, joy, and the fruit of the Spirit.
e Being attended to by ministering angels dispatched for the believer's aid.

Scripture affirms this current status:

e Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall
be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him
as He is. (1 John 3:2)

The Fulfillment of Hope: Christ-likeness

The ultimate goal of the Christian hope is the "revealing of the sons of God." This refers to
the future glorification where the believer's inner transformation is matched by an outer,
resurrected glory.

The Nature of Glorification

Glorification is the process of being conformed to the image of Christ. This state is
described as "as much as glorified humanity can be like incarnate deity."

+ Supernatural Composition: Believers will possess bodies that are both physical
and spiritual—modeled after Christ's resurrected body, which could eat and be
touched yet was not bound by earthly limitations.

 Total Holiness: In heaven, the believer will be "totally holy" and possess the mind of
Christ to the fullest capacity of glorified humanity.

e Purpose: God’s ultimate purpose in election and predestination is to reflect the
glory of Jesus Christ through the believer.

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that
He might be the firstborn among many brethren. (Romans 8:29)

Practical Application: Purity and Passion

The anticipation of becoming like Christ must result in a present pursuit of purity. The
document highlights that hope is characterized by its practical effect on the believer’s daily
conduct.



Purity as a Present Responsibility

If the goal of eternity is to be like Jesus, then that desire should manifest as a "passionin
the distribution of time" today. The more a believer pursues Christ, the more they grow to
resemble Him.

e And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. (1 John
3:3)

The Upward Call

The believer is encouraged to maintain a perspective that looks beyond "pearly gates and
streets of gold" to the prize of Christ-likeness. This is the "upward call" mentioned in
Scripture:

o | press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus. (Philippians 3:14)

Greek Terminology and Definitions

Greek Phonetic Definition

Word Pronunciation

Agape ah-GAH-pay A sacrificial, selfless love that is a matter of the will rather
than emotion; the sovereign, unmerited love of God toward
humanity.

Prototokos pro-TOT-ok-oss Translated as "Firstborn"; indicates Christ's preeminence
and His status as the premiere or first in rank among the
family of God.

Agape is the foundational love that establishes the believer's hope. Prototokos refers to
Christ as the firstborn or "protocos" (as phonetically noted in the transcript) among many
brethren.



