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Executive Summary

This briefing summarizes the theological and practical insights from Lesson 51 on 1 John 2. The
central theme explores the tension between divine sovereignty and human responsibility,
specifically regarding the "perseverance of the saints." The source emphasizes that while a
believer’s security is anchored in the eternal purpose and protection of God, it is sustained
through an active, "Holy Spirit-energized" response to the commands of Scripture. True
salvation is evidenced by "abiding"—remaining faithful to the truth of Christ, resisting sin, and
maintaining a submissive attitude toward God’s Word. The document further explores the
motives for holiness (fear and hope) and the eschatological implication of abiding: standing
before Christ with confidence rather than shame at His appearing.

The Doctrine of Abiding and Human Responsibility

A significant portion of the discourse is dedicated to the concept of "abiding" (remaining) as a
necessary component of the Christian life. The teacher argues that purification and holiness are
inextricably linked to a believer's persistence in the faith.

* The Role of the Will: Salvation is a divine, sovereign act, yet it involves the will of the
individual. The source asserts that one cannot be saved apart from the act of believing.

* The Necessity of Perseverance: The New Testament repeatedly commands believers to
"abide," "remain," and "persevere." These commands are not superfluous; they indicate that a
Christian has an ongoing responsibility to stay committed to the truth.

* Proof of Authenticity: Continued obedience to Scripture and love for other believers serve as
the "real thing" proof of a genuine relationship with God. Those who decide they no longer
want to abide demonstrate a lack of this foundational connection.

The Interplay of Divine Security and Faithful Obedience

The document examines the "profound connection" between God'’s eternal plan and the
believer's obligations. This is framed as two sides of the same biblical truth.

The Divine Side: Eternal Security

The source references the following Scriptures to establish the reality of God’s keeping power:

* For | am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor
things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39)

e Jesus protects His sheep, and no one can take them out of the Father’s hand (John 10).



* God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. (1 Corinthians 1:9)

The Human Side: Responsibility

Security is not presented as a "drive-thru" service where the recipient has no role.

e Sustained Security: The teacher argues that security is sustained through obedience to the
commands and warnings found in Scripture.

* Privilege and Obligation: As noted by Dr. Gary Mitchell, "A Christian's privileges do not cancel
their obligations; they increase their obligations."

Practical Struggles and Spiritual Warfare

The synthesis identifies the internal and external battles believers face in their attempt to
remain faithful.

* Resistance to the Word: Christians may find themselves resistant to Scripture when it directly
confronts a "favorite sin."

e Patterns of Sin: Falling into previous sin patterns often leads to a willful questioning of the
Gospel’s reality as a means to "get off the hook" from moral responsibility.

* Modern Deception: The teacher warns against "another gospel"—warped, twisted, or
perverted versions of the faith that prioritize feeling good or feeling justified over sound
doctrine and holiness.

Examination of Scripture and Conclusions

The document concludes by analyzing specific biblical examples that illustrate the "keep
yourselves/God keeps you" paradox.

The Example of Peter (Luke 22)

In Luke 22, Jesus tells Peter, “But | have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when
you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren” (Luke 22:32). However, Jesus also
commands the disciples in verse 40 to “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.” This
suggests that while Jesus intercedes, the believer must still be passionate about their own
holiness and avoid placing themselves in positions where their faith might fail.

The Promise of Escape (1 Corinthians 10:13)

* No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who
will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

* The source concludes that God provides the "way out," but the believer must actively take it
(e.g., "flee from idolatry").



The Benediction of Jude

The book of Jude provides the ultimate summary of this theme:

e Human Action: “keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life” (Jude 21).

* Divine Action: “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy” (Jude 24).

 Conclusion: God keeps His people through the energy of the Holy Spirit, but He does so in
response to their will.

Key Terminology and Definitions

Phonetic . e
Term e . Definition
Pronunciation

An adherent of Preterism, a Christian eschatological view that
Preterist'PREH-ter-ist interprets some or all prophecies of the Bible as events which have
already happened.

' Note: The source text mentions "Preterist" (spelled "Predtoist" in the transcript) as a term for
further study, identifying R.C. Sproul as a "partial preterist.”



