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Executive Summary

The following briefing synthesizes a theological examination of the "Judgment of the Nations" as
outlined in biblical prophecy. The central thesis posits that the return of Jesus Christ—His Second
Coming—is a literal, physical event that initiates a sequence of judicial and restorative actions. This
judgment occurs post-tribulation, immediately preceding the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom.
Key findings include:

¢ Temporal Framework: Judgment is triggered by the Second Coming, following the "Abomination of
Desolation" and the subsequent Great Tribulation.

* Geographic Specificity: The judgment and subsequent reign of Christ are centered in Jerusalem,
specifically from the throne of David. This event involves significant geological changes to the Mount of
Olives.

* Nature of the Subjects: The subjects of this judgment are the ethne (nations/peoples) who remain
alive at the conclusion of the tribulation. This is a final, irreversible "Valley of Decision" determined by
God.

* The Glorified State: Believers are promised "glorified bodies" modeled after the post-resurrection
body of Christ, designed to exist simultaneously in both the heavenly and earthly realms.

The Chronology of Divine Judgment

The transition from the current age to the Millennial Kingdom is marked by a specific sequence of
prophetic milestones. The judgment of the nations is not a metaphorical concept but a scheduled event
tied to the physical return of Christ.

The Timing of the Second Coming

¢ Post-Tribulation Arrival: The judgment occurs "when the Son of Man comes in His glory" (Matthew
25:31). This follows the seven-year tribulation period, specifically the latter three and a half years
triggered by the "Abomination of Desolation."

¢ Cosmic Signs: The return is preceded by celestial disturbances, including the darkening of the sun,
moon, and stars, as described in Matthew 24 and Revelation 6-18.

¢ The End of Opportunity: The document emphasizes the finality of this arrival. Once the "bridegroom"
comes, the door is shut; there are no second chances for redemption following death or the Second
Coming.

The Battle of Armageddon and the Kingdom

¢ The judgment of nations follows the Battle of Armageddon, wherein Christ overthrows the armies of
the world.

* There is a projected 45-day window following the tribulation during which the restructuring and
rebuilding of Jerusalem may occur.



Geographic and Judicial Center: Jerusalem

The judgment is rooted in a "significant real historical event with an actual geographical location." It is
not spiritualized but is physically tied to the city of Jerusalem.

The Throne of David

* Prophetic Fulfillment: According to Isaiah 9:7, Christ will reign "upon the throne of David and over His
kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever."

¢ The Seat of Governance: Jerusalem, specifically Zion, is designated as the location from which Christ
will judge and rule. This fulfills the angelic promise in Luke 1:32-33 that the Lord God would give Him the
throne of His father David.

The Valley of Decision

¢ Geological Transformation: Upon His return, Christ’s feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, causing it
to split from east to west and creating a "massive valley" (Zechariah 14:4).

* The Winepress of Judgment: This newly created valley serves as the "Valley of Decision" mentioned
in Joel 3:14.

¢ The Divine Verdict: Contrary to common interpretation, this is not a valley where men make a decision,
but where God renders His decision regarding who enters the kingdom and who is shut out.

The Subjects of Judgment: The Ethne[*1]

The judgment involves a specific categorization of humanity remaining on earth after the tribulation.

The Living Nations

¢ Requirement of Life: The subjects of this judgment are those who have survived the plagues, the
wrath of God, and the persecution of the Antichrist. Those who have already died have already faced
their judgment.

¢ The "Sheep and Goats": Christ will separate the people "one from another, as a shepherd divides his
sheep from the goats" (Matthew 25:32). This separation results in either "everlasting punishment" or
"eternal life" (Matthew 25:46).

Composition of the Survivors

¢ Unredeemed at the Rapture: These are individuals who were not part of the Church and were "left
behind" to face the tribulation.

¢ Tribulation Converts: Through the preaching of the 144,000 Jews, the two witnesses in Jerusalem, and
an angelic messenger, an "innumerable number of Gentiles" and a remnant of Israel will be saved during
the seven-year period.

¢ The Ungodly: A portion of those who rejected God will also survive the physical catastrophes of the
tribulation only to face Christ at His throne.




Resurrection and the Glorified Body

A primary theme of the source context is the necessity of a physical transformation to inhabit the
Millennial Kingdom.

The Nature of the Glorified Body

¢ Post-Resurrection Model: Believers will receive "glorified bodies" like that of the resurrected Christ—
bodies that are physical (capable of eating and being touched) yet supernatural (capable of passing
through walls).

* Dual-World Fitness: These bodies are described as being fit for both "heaven and earth," allowing
believers to move between dimensions or realms.

¢ The Transformation Process: For the Church, this occurs at the Rapture (1 Corinthians 15), where the
"vile body" is exchanged for a body like His glorious body.

Resurrection of Old Testament and Tribulation Saints

¢ The Second Resurrection: The document identifies a distinction between the Church (raptured) and
the Old Testament/Tribulation saints.

* Timing: While the spirits of these saints are currently with the Lord (in a state of "bliss" or "Abraham's
bosom"), their bodies remain in the grave. According to Daniel 12:2, they will awake at the end of the
time of trouble: "And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting
life, some to shame and everlasting contempt."

Greek Terminology

Term Phonetic Pronunciation Definition

Ethne eth'-nay All peoples, nations, or ethnic groups; the totality of living humanity.

[*1]: Referring to the Greek word ethne, as defined in the terminology table.



