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Briefing Document: The Judgment of the Na�ons Lesson 2 

January 11, 2026 

Execu�ve Summary 

This document synthesizes the core theological teachings regarding the final judgment of the na�ons at 

the second coming of Jesus Christ. The central thesis is that Christ's return will ini�ate an instantaneous 

and irreversible judgment, where the opportunity for salva�on will have passed. This judgment will be 

executed personally by Jesus Christ, who will transi�on from His humble, incarnate iden�ty as the "Son 

of Man" to His fully revealed glory as the sovereign "King of Kings." The event is depicted as a 

cataclysmic and glorious display of divine power, where Christ, accompanied by legions of angels and the 

saints, will exact vengeance on the ungodly and establish His Millennial Kingdom. The analysis 

emphasizes that while this judgment is a fulfillment of divine holiness, the greater theological wonder 

remains Christ's first coming, in which He condescended to offer forgiveness to sinners rather than 

immediate judgment. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1. The Finality of Judgment at Christ’s Return 

The moment of Christ's second coming marks an absolute and final point of decision for all of humanity 

alive at that �me. The judgment will be immediate and will not include an opportunity for a change of 

mind or a new decision for salva�on. 

• Instantaneous Judgment: When Jesus appears, there will be no chance for repentance. An individual's 

spiritual state will be fixed. This event is described as being analogous to physical death, which 

"crystallizes people's eternity." The decision regarding one's eternal des�ny will have already been made 

through the prior acceptance or rejec�on of Christ. 

• The 45-Day Interval: A 45-day period is noted to exist between the end of the Tribula�on and the 

official establishment of the Millennial Kingdom. While the precise events of this interval are not 

detailed in scripture, it is speculated that this �me may be used for the execu�on of the Judgment of the 

Sheep and the Goats (Ma7hew 25) or for the physical and logis�cal prepara�ons needed to inaugurate 

the kingdom a:er the devasta�on of Armageddon. 

• No Further Opportunity: It is empha�cally stated that unregenerate people who survive the 

Tribula�on and witness Christ's return will have no further opportunity to make a choice for salva�on. 

He returns first as Judge, and only then as Ruler. 

2. The Iden�ty and Authority of the Judge 

The sole authority for this final judgment is Jesus Christ, who is iden�fied by mul�ple �tles that reflect 

both his earthly ministry and his divine sovereignty. 

• The Son as Judge: Ci�ng John 5, the document establishes that the Father "judges no one, but has 

commi7ed all judgment to the Son." This authority is absolute, as affirmed in Ma7hew 28:18: “All 

authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” 

• The Son of Man and The King: In Ma7hew 25, Jesus is ini�ally iden�fied as the "Son of Man" who 

comes in glory. However, as the judgment proceeds, He is explicitly referred to as "the King." This 

transi�on is crucial, as it connects the humble figure who ministered on earth with the glorified 
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sovereign who returns to rule. He who came as the Son of Man will gather, separate, and judge all 

na�ons as the undisputed King. 

3. The Strategic Significance of the Title "Son of Man" 

The �tle "Son of Man" was Jesus's most frequently used self-designa�on. This choice was deliberate and 

served several key theological and prac�cal purposes during His earthly ministry. 

• Confirma�on of Humilia�on and Incarna�on: The �tle affirms Christ's voluntary condescension and 

full iden�fica�on with humanity. It emphasizes His servant-hearted nature and His willingness to become 

human, feel what humans feel, and ul�mately die for them. 

• A Less Offensive and Hos�le Title: Con�nuously referring to Himself as the "Son of God" would have 

provoked Jewish leaders into more immediate and intense hos�lity. The �tle "Son of Man" was less 

inflammatory, allowing Him to complete His three-year ministry according to the divine �metable. 

• Preven�on of Poli�cal Pressure: Had Jesus primarily used �tles like "King" or "Messiah," it would have 

fueled the poli�cal expecta�ons of the people, who desired a military leader to overthrow Roman rule. 

The "Son of Man" �tle downplayed this poli�cal zealotry and deflected pressure to seize earthly power. 

• A Profound Contrast to His Royal Glory: The humility of "Son of Man" creates a powerful contrast with 

the glory of "King." He begins the judgment narra�ve in Ma7hew 25 as the familiar Son of Man but is 

revealed within that same passage as the sovereign King who will reign. This teaching, delivered privately 

to His disciples on the Mount of Olives, served to illuminate for them His true iden�ty and future role. 

4. The Prophe�c Certainty of the Second Coming 

The return of Christ to judge the world is not a new or isolated doctrine but a core message of 

Chris�anity rooted in ancient prophecy. 

• Historical Expecta�on: The church, from its incep�on, is defined as a body wai�ng for the return of 

Jesus Christ. The world, in contrast, is depicted as being unaware of its trajectory toward this final 

judgment, "like a jet plane with a deceased pilot...accelera�ng towards their own doom." 

• The Prophecy of Enoch: The doctrine of a final judgment is traced back to the earliest genera�ons of 

humanity. Jude 1:14-15 is cited: "Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, 

saying, ‘Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judgment on all, to convict 

all who are ungodly...’" 

• The Wonder of the First Coming: A key theological point is made that the true marvel is not Christ's 

second coming to judge—an act consistent with a holy God—but His first coming. The "incredible, 

indescribable, mysterious truth" is that the King of Kings came first not to judge sinners but to forgive 

them, stooping to redeem humanity by bearing their sins and dying their death. 

5. The Theophany of the Returning King 

Scripture provides a vivid and drama�c picture of the scene of Christ's return, combining cosmic 

upheaval with an unparalleled display of divine glory. 

• The Cosmic Se6ng: The event is preceded by a universal blackness. As described in Ma7hew 

24:29, "the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and 

the powers of the heavens will be shaken." Out of this total darkness, the Son of Man will appear in 

blazing, unveiled glory. This light will be so blinding that, according to Revela�on 6:16, humanity will "cry 
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out for the rocks and the mountains to fall on them to hide them from the face of the...wrath of the 

Lamb." 

• The Divine Re�nue: Christ does not return alone. 

    ◦ Mighty Angels: He is revealed from heaven "with His mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 

vengeance" (2 Thessalonians 1:7-8). 

    ◦ The Saints: All redeemed saints will accompany Him. Colossians 3:4 states, "When Christ who is our 

life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory." This includes Old Testament saints and all 

church-age believers. 

• The Triumphant King in Revela�on 19: This chapter provides the most detailed descrip�on of the 

returning Judge. 

    ◦ The White Horse: Christ appears on a white horse, a symbol of a conquering Roman general 

returning in triumphant victory. 

    ◦ His Names and Titles: He is called "Faithful and True." His name is also "The Word of God." On His 

robe and thigh is wri7en the ul�mate �tle of sovereignty: "KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS." He 

also possesses a name that no one knows but Himself. 

    ◦ His A:ributes: His eyes are a "penetra�ng flame of fire," signifying inescapable judgment. He wears 

"many crowns," demonstra�ng His complete sovereignty over all other rulers. His robe is "dipped in 

blood," signifying His role as a victorious warrior who has defeated His enemies. 

    ◦ His Armies and Weapons: The "armies in heaven," comprised of angels and saints, follow Him on 

white horses, clothed in fine linen that is a dazzling, brilliant white.¹ An "out of his mouth goes a sharp 

sword," symbolizing His power to judge and smite the na�ons by His word alone. He will rule with a "rod 

of iron" and tread "the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God." 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Appendix: Greek Terminology 

Term 
Phone�c 

Pronuncia�on 
Defini�on 

lon¹ 
[Pronuncia�on as 

given in source] 

A term referenced in the source to denote the dazzling and brilliant whiteness 

of the garments worn by the armies of heaven (Revela�on 19:14). It is used to 

convey a radiant quality beyond simple color, akin to the blinding brightness 

of the sun. 

 


