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Briefing Document: The Sermon on the Mount – Lesson 49 

December 7, 2025 

Execu�ve Summary 

This document synthesizes the key themes from a sermon based on Ma�hew 5:14-16, focusing 

on the Chris�an's role as "salt and light" in the world. The central argument is that the world is 

in a state of profound decay and darkness, and God's plan for its redemp�on is enacted through 

his disciples. This plan requires a dual func�on: being "salt," which represents the quiet, 

preserva�ve influence of a Chris�an's character as defined by the Bea�tudes, and being "light," 

which is the overt, visible communica�on of the Gospel through both godly ac�ons and spoken 

truth. 

The sermon posits that these two func�ons are inseparable and essen�al. Salt alone can only 

retard corrup�on; it cannot transform it. The light of the Gospel is necessary for true 

transforma�on. Consequently, Chris�ans are called to move beyond the comfort of their 

fellowship and ac�vely engage a hos�le world, expec�ng persecu�on as a consequence. The 

message concludes with a call to ac�on for believers to purify themselves from personal sin, 

which hinders their effec�veness, and to boldly live and speak the truth of Christ, par�cularly 

during the Christmas season. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I. The Premise: A World in Decay and God's Plan for Dominion 

The sermon begins with the presupposi�on that the world is in a condi�on of spiritual decay 

and darkness. This point is illustrated with an allegorical story of a young boy lost and perishing 

overnight in a vast Kansas wheat field, who was only found a2er the community joined hands to 

sweep the field. The story's tragic conclusion, "Oh God, if we had only joined hands 

sooner," serves as a metaphor for the church's mission to find lost people in the "field of the 

world" before it is too late. 

• The Problem: The world is filled with lost people who "can't see above the wheat of the 

world" and are "perishing in the night of sin." 

• The Scriptural Mandate: The sermon references Jesus' words in Ma�hew 9:37, "The harvest 

truly is plen$ful, but the laborers are few." 

• The Plan: God's plan is for his disciples—the church—to exercise "dominion" over the world. 

This is not a poli�cal domina�on but a spiritual one, achieved by joining hands and collec�vely 

working to "sweep through the world as salt and light." The call is for the en$re church to 

engage in this work, as a mere handful of people is insufficient. 

II. The Founda�on of Influence: Character Defined by the Bea�tudes 

A cri�cal point emphasized is that the ability to func�on as salt and light is predicated on the 

development of Chris�an character as outlined in the Bea�tudes (Ma�hew 5:3-12). 
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• Sequen%al Importance: Jesus places the teachings on salt and light immediately a2er the 

Bea�tudes. This sequence is inten�onal. The Bea�tudes describe the essen�al character—the 

quali�es that make a Chris�an dis�nct from the world. 

• Credibility and Effec%veness: Without this dis�nct character, a Chris�an's witness is 

ineffec�ve and will "look just like" the world, thereby besmirching the name of Christ. The 

Bea�tudes render a believer "effec�ve for God." 

• The Danger of Isola%on: While fellowship is good, there is a danger that Chris�ans become so 

comfortable with one another that they fail to "join hands and sweep through the world." They 

are called to move out of the "ivory tower of the bliss of our Chris�an faith" to influence the 

world. 

III. The Dual Mandate: Being Both Salt and Light 

The sermon presents the concepts of "salt" and "light" as two complementary but dis�nct 

aspects of the Chris�an's role. Jesus' statement is not a sugges�on but a declara�on of 

being: "You are the only salt, you are the only light." 

A. Salt: The Silent, Preserva�ve Influence 

Salt represents the internal, o2en unseen, influence of a believer's life and character. 

• Func%on: To act as a preserva�ve and an "an�-sep�c" that retards and pushes back against 

the world's moral and spiritual corrup�on. 

• Nature: It is a "silent tes�mony" that works secretly, from the inside. 

• Method of Change: The primary way to change the world is not through poli�cal systems but 

through the internal quali�es of godliness, righteousness, and holiness that affect society from 

within. 

B. Light: The Overt, Transforma�ve Proclama�on 

Light represents the external, visible communica�on of the Gospel message. While salt can slow 

decay, only light can bring transforma�on. 

• Func%on: To shine openly and visibly, illumina�ng the truth of God. It transforms corrup�on 

into incorrup�on. 

• Nature: It is the "communica�on of the content of the gospel." 

• Method of Expression: The light is demonstrated through two interconnected means, as 

stated in Ma�hew 5:16: 

    1. Good Works: Overt, godly conduct that people can see. 

    2. Glorifying God: Speaking the truth about God so that people can hear and understand, 

enabling them to "glorify your Father in heaven." 
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IV. The Unity of Word and Deed 

A core asser�on is that an effec�ve Chris�an witness requires the inseparable union of living a 

righteous life (salt) and speaking righteous truth (light). 

• Inseparable Components: The message is twofold: a life message that is both "lived and 

spoken." One's ac�ons must be consistent with one's words. 

• Biblical Examples: 

    ◦ Acts 1:1: Luke's account to Theophilus¹ describes what Jesus both did and taught, 

highligh�ng the necessary combina�on of ac�on and instruc�on. 

    ◦ Christ's Ministry: Jesus associated with sinners, lepers, and tax collectors, demonstra�ng his 

character through his ac�ons (salt) while also teaching them (light). 

• Prac%cal Applica%on: The example of a local business owner is cited, who treats people with 

godly character (salt) and also displays scripture and a prayer box in his store (light), crea�ng 

opportuni�es to speak the truth. 

V. Confron�ng a Hos�le World 

The sermon stresses that being salt and light necessitates a direct confronta�on with a world 

that will be hos�le to the Chris�an message. Believers should not retreat but ac�vely engage. 

• Expecta%on of Persecu%on: The world is expected to hate, persecute, revile, and lie about 

believers. This is not a sign of failure but an expected consequence of being dis�nct. As Jesus 

said, "Take up my cross." 

• Rejec%on of Seclusion: Chris�ans are called to "confront the world" and go "anywhere that 

there's sinners" to be salt and light. Hiding one's character and message prevents the world 

from knowing what a Chris�an is. 

• Contemporary Challenges: The sermon notes that churches today face opposi�on through 

legal and zoning baEles, which are designed to "bleed you dry" and render the church 

ineffec�ve. This opposi�on exists regardless of the poli�cal climate and underscores the need 

for Chris�ans to be steadfast. 

VI. Call to Ac�on: Purity and Proclama�on 

The sermon concludes with a direct appeal for personal purifica�on and ac�ve proclama�on of 

the Gospel. 

• The Hindrance of Sin: Personal sin can make Chris�ans "reluctant to share the glory of God" 

because it exposes them to the "convic�ng light of Christ." 

• A Call for Purity: The congrega�on was offered a symbolic opportunity to "get that sin out of 

your life" by wri�ng it on a piece of paper and placing it in a box. The goal is to lay down 

burdens, find freedom in Christ, and remove any hindrances to being an effec�ve light. 
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• An Opportunity for Proclama%on: The Christmas season, with its prevalence of lights, is 

presented as an ideal �me to speak to people about Jesus, the "light of the world." The final 

encouragement is to "let that victory ring out as you are salt and light in the world." 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Greek Terminology 

Greek Term 
Phone%c 

Pronuncia%on 
Defini%on and Context 

Theophilus¹ Thee-OFF-ih-lus 

A Greek name meaning "friend of God" or "loved by God." In the 

source context, Theophilus is iden�fied as the recipient of the 

Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts, as stated in Acts 1:1. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

¹Theophilus 

 


