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Briefing Document: His Kingdom Will Come" Lesson 4 

November 23, 2025 

Execu�ve Summary 

This briefing document synthesizes the key themes and interpreta�ons from a lesson on biblical 

prophecy, focusing on the symbolic beasts described in the Book of Daniel. The lesson posits that these 

visions correspond directly to successive world empires, with secular history serving as confirma�on of 

the biblical narra�ve. The first beast, a lion with eagle's wings, is iden�fied as Babylon, with its 

transforma�on represen�ng the humilia�on and subsequent restora�on of King Nebuchadnezzar. The 

second beast, a bear raised on one side, symbolizes the Medo-Persian Empire, highligh�ng the 

dominance of the Persians. The third beast, a four-headed leopard, is interpreted as the Greek Empire 

under Alexander the Great, with the four heads represen�ng the division of his empire among his four 

generals a,er his death. The discussion is supplemented with historical commentary on Greek military 

tac�cs, societal structure, and anecdotal trivia about its key figures. A concluding prayer emphasizes 

themes of gra�tude for religious freedom and the desire for younger genera�ons to grasp spiritual 

truths. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Detailed Analysis of Prophe�c Interpreta�ons 

The central argument of the lesson is that the prophe�c visions recorded by Daniel accurately foretell 

the rise and characteris�cs of major ancient empires. 

The First Beast: Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar's Humilia�on 

The first beast, described as a lion with eagle's wings, is iden�fied as the Babylonian Empire, specifically 

personified by King Nebuchadnezzar. The symbolism in the vision is presented as a direct parallel to the 

events of the king's life as detailed in Daniel chapter 4. 

• Symbolism of the "Plucked Wings": This element is interpreted as Nebuchadnezzar's humilia�on. 

A,er proudly declaring, "I have built this great city," God struck him with insanity. This divine judgment 

is described as the "plucking of the wings." 

    ◦ He was driven from his city to live as a wild animal. 

    ◦ His behavior became beast-like, ea�ng grass like an ox. 

    ◦ His physical appearance changed, with his fingernails growing into claws and his body being 

covered in hair. 

• Symbolism of Restora*on: The vision con�nues with the beast being "li,ed up from the earth and 

made to stand on two feet like a man, and a man's heart was given to it." This is equated with God 

restoring Nebuchadnezzar's sanity and his kingdom a,er his period of humilia�on. 
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The Second Beast: The Medo-Persian Empire 

The second beast, a bear, is iden�fied as the Medo-Persian Empire, which conquered Babylon. The 

specific physical a6ributes of the bear in the vision are seen as symbolic of the empire's structure and 

conquests. 

• The Raised Side: The vision describes the bear as being raised up on one side. This is interpreted as 

represen�ng the unequal partnership within the empire, with the Persians holding significantly more 

power, dominance, and importance than the Medes, who were "second-class ci�zens." 

• The Three Ribs: The bear is depicted with three ribs in its mouth. It is conjectured that these ribs 

represent the three major powers defeated by the Medo-Persian Empire on its rise to dominance: 

    1. The Babylonian Empire 

    2. Egypt 

    3. The na�on of Lydia 

The Third Beast: The Greek Empire and its Division 

The third beast, a leopard with four heads, is presented as a symbol of the Greek Empire under 

Alexander the Great. The characteris�cs of the beast align with the nature of Alexander's conquest and 

the eventual fate of his empire. 

• Swi- Conquest: The leopard itself signifies the speed and ferocity of Alexander's military campaigns, 

which resulted in his conquest of the en�re known world by the age of 33. 

• The Four Heads: The most significant feature, the four heads, is interpreted as the division of 

Alexander's vast empire a,er his death. The lesson notes that secular history confirms this biblical 

prophecy, sta�ng that Alexander died in what was believed to be an "alcohol-induced episode" and his 

empire was subsequently par��oned among his four leading generals. 

General Territory Inherited 

Cassander Greece and Macedonia 

Lysimachus Thrace and Asia Minor 

Seleucus Syria and the Middle East 

Ptolemy Egypt 

 

Historical and Cultural Commentary on Ancient Greece 

The lesson expands on the Greek empire with addi�onal historical context and cultural details, drawing 

from the speaker's personal interest developed while living in the country for five years. 

• Military Prowess and Strategy: 
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    ◦ The Greeks are credited with fundamentally changing ancient warfare. 

    ◦ The Ba3le of Thermopylae is cited as a prime example of Greek military tenacity, where 300 

Greeks, primarily Spartans, successfully held off a Persian army of 10,000 at a narrow pass. 

    ◦ The modern marathon race is noted to have originated from the story of a messenger running 26 

miles to warn of an approaching enemy, an event compared to Paul Revere's ride. 

• Societal Structure: 

    ◦ Ancient Greece was ini�ally organized as a collec�on of city-states, known as the polis.[^1] 

    ◦ A major societal division existed between the Athenians, who were known as the intellectuals, and 

the Spartans, who were renowned as magnificent fighters. 

    ◦ The Spartan warrior culture involved taking male children from their homes at a young age (around 

9 or 11) to be trained exclusively as soldiers. 

• Anecdotes on Alexander the Great: 

    ◦ Alexander's father was a formidable fighter who was said to have had only one eye and a limp. 

    ◦ His mother had a fearsome reputa�on, reportedly keeping snakes in her bed, which may have been 

a factor in the disappearance of Alexander's half-brother and rival for the throne. 

Concluding Themes from the Closing Prayer 

The lesson concludes with a prayer that touches upon several key spiritual and communal themes. 

• Gra*tude for Religious Freedom: The prayer expresses thankfulness for the ability to gather and 

worship God openly, acknowledging that this freedom has not been available for much of history. 

• Call to Ac*on: There is an emphasis on the need to "u�lize this freedom" to demonstrate God's love 

and grace to others. 

• Parental Concerns: The prayer ar�culates a common concern among parents in the group: that their 

children may not see the importance of spiritual ma6ers. It includes a hope that, as the children grow 

older, their "eyes can be opened," and a request for divine help for the parents to be good examples. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Glossary of Greek Terms 

Term 
Phone*c 

Pronuncia*on 
Defini*on 

Polis [POH-liss] 
The term for the city-states that were the ini�al form of social and 

poli�cal organiza�on in ancient Greece. 

[^1]: polis [POH-liss]: The term for the city-states that were the ini�al form of social and poli�cal 

organiza�on in ancient Greece. 

 


