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Matthew-"Happy Are the Holy: Lesson 29" 

June 29, 2025 

What is the central theme of the "Sermon on the Mount: Happy Are the Holy" lesson? 

The central theme revolves around the Beatitude "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 

shall see God" (Matthew 5:8). The lesson delves into the profound meaning of purity of 

heart, its historical context within ancient Israel's legalistic spiritual landscape, and its 

ultimate connection to seeing and experiencing God. It emphasizes that this concept of 

purity is a foundational biblical theme running throughout the entire Bible. 

How does the lesson connect American patriotism and faith? 

The lesson strongly intertwines American patriotism with religious faith, particularly leading 

up to the Fourth of July. It includes recitations of the Pledge of Allegiance, the singing of 

patriotic songs like "The Star-Spangled Banner," "America the Beautiful," and "God Bless the 

USA," and prayers for the nation's leadership and servicemen and women. The speaker 

expresses gratitude for the freedom to worship without punishment, attributing it to the 

liberties enjoyed in the U.S., and hopes the nation will continue to follow God's vision. 

What was the spiritual condition of Israel at the time of Jesus' ministry, and how did it 

influence His teachings? 

At the time of Jesus' ministry, Israel was in spiritual turmoil, largely due to a burdensome, 

oppressive, and legalistic system engineered by the Pharisees. They had misinterpreted the 

Law of Moses and created over 600 additional laws that even they couldn't keep. This 

system led to widespread frustration, guilt, and anxiety among the people, who, despite 

their commitment to God, felt helpless and unable to truly obey. Jesus' teachings, 

particularly the Beatitudes, o8ered a radical alternative to this legalism, emphasizing inner 

spiritual transformation rather than outward adherence to rules. 

How did the legalistic system of the Pharisees impact the people of Israel, and what did 

they yearn for? 

The Pharisaic legalistic system created a tremendous sense of guilt, frustration, and 

anxiety among the Jewish populace. People felt unable to meet the demands of the 

numerous laws, both Mosaic and man-made, leading to a deep yearning for relief from the 

burden of their sin. They desired a savior who could forgive them, heal their broken hearts, 

and bring tranquility to their souls, rather than imposing more rules. This longing explains 

why multitudes flocked to John the Baptist, who announced the coming of a Messiah. 
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What is the significance of Nicodemus's encounter with Jesus in the context of the lesson? 

Nicodemus, a prominent Pharisee and "ruler of the Jews," represents the honest and 

introspective individual within the legalistic system who recognized its shortcomings. His 

nocturnal visit to Jesus, whom he acknowledged as a teacher "from God," was driven by a 

fundamental question: "What do I have to do to be righteous?" Even before Nicodemus 

could fully articulate his question, Jesus answered it, declaring, "Unless one is born again, 

he cannot see the kingdom of God." This encounter highlights that true righteousness and 

entrance into God's kingdom come through spiritual rebirth, not through adherence to laws 

or self-e8ort. 

What does it mean to be "born again" according to the lesson, and why is it crucial? 

Being "born again" is presented as the essential prerequisite for seeing the Kingdom of God 

and achieving righteousness. The speaker defines a "fool" (or "moron" in the Greek 

interpretation) as someone who has no interest in being born again. The lesson emphasizes 

that this spiritual rebirth is not achieved through personal e8ort or by keeping laws, but by 

"giving it to Jesus" and celebrating Him in one's life. It is presented as the easiest yet most 

profound decision one can make, o8ering salvation and relief from the burden of sin that 

legalistic systems cannot provide. 

How does the lesson encourage individuals to respond to the call for salvation? 

The lesson makes a direct and heartfelt appeal for individuals to accept Jesus Christ as 

their Lord and Savior and be "born again." It explicitly encourages those who are unsure 

about their salvation to come forward during the service, assuring them of love, prayer, and 

support. The speaker highlights that such a decision is a "good day to celebrate salvation" 

and encourages softening one's heart to allow God's Spirit to touch them, whether for 

salvation, baptism, or a specific prayer need. 

What is the role of praise and worship in the lesson, beyond the sermon itself? 

Praise and worship play a significant role in setting the tone and reinforcing the lesson's 

themes. The service incorporates a mix of traditional hymns ("Mine Eyes Have Seen the 

Glory," "America the Beautiful," "God Bless America") and modern worship songs ("Softly 

and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling"). These musical selections serve to express love for God and 

country, invite reflection, and create an atmosphere conducive to spiritual contemplation 

and response, particularly for those considering personal salvation. 

 


